
presents

Fall 
2017

www.STARFest.ca





STARFest 2017 — St. Albert Readers Festival    1

Welcome to St. Albert Public 
Library and to 

As we celebrate Canada 
150 there are (at least) 150 
reasons to be part of St. 
Albert Public Library—
and STARFest is one of 
them. This is a great year 
to experience all that our 
annual literary festival has 
to offer and the perfect 
time to be part of our 

growing Library family, as we are fee free in 
honour of Canada 150. So spread the word! 

Welcome to St. Albert and  
to

STARFest is just one of the 
ways the City of St. Albert 
cultivates the arts—in this 
case the literary arts, with 
great writers from across 
the country gathering 
in our city to share their 
inspirations and insights. 
I hope you enjoy this 

outstanding lineup, which this year includes 
writers who are making a return visit—you 
obviously made them feel very welcome when 
they were last here!

Janice Marschner 
Library Board Chair

Mayor Nolan Crouse
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at a glance
M. G. Vassanji 
hosted by Laurie Greenwood 
Friday, Sept. 15. 7pm   
Arden Theatre 

Claire Cameron  
hosted by Pamela Willoughby 

Tuesday, Oct. 10. 7pm 
in the Library

Terry O’Reilly in partnership  
with the Arden Theatre 
Thursday, Oct. 12. 7:30pm 
Arden Theatre

Steven Price  
hosted by Jacqueline Baker 
Saturday, Oct. 14. 7pm 
in the Library

Angie Abdou 
hosted by Thomas Trofimuk 
Wednesday, Oct. 18. 7pm 
in the Library

Elizabeth Hay  
hosted by Diana Davidson 
Friday, Oct. 20. 7pm 
in the Library
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Trevor Cole & Emily Schultz  
hosted by Paula Simons 

Saturday, Oct. 21. 7pm 
in the Library

Eden Robinson  
hosted by Richard Van Camp 
Monday, Oct. 23. 7pm 
Arden Theatre

Roberta Rich  
hosted by Caterina Edwards 
Wednesday, Oct. 25. 7pm 
in the Library

Bill Richardson  
Friday, Oct. 27. 7pm 
in the Library  

Kelley Armstrong 
Saturday, Oct. 28. 7pm 
in the Library 

Cea Sunrise Person  
hosted by Miji Campbell 
Sunday, Oct. 29. 2 p.m. 
in the Library

Mary Walsh  
hosted by Peter Brown 
Monday, Nov. 6. 7pm 
Kinsmen Banquet Centre
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Tickets

Tickets for events at  
St. Albert Public Library: .................................... $5

Tickets for events in the Arden Theatre  
or the Kinsmen Banquet Centre,  
47 Riel Drive, St. Albert .....................................$10

Tickets for Terry O’Reilly  
in the Arden Theatre: ........................................$45

Tickets for all events except Terry O’Reilly 
available from: 
• www.STARFest.ca 
• The Main Floor Desk at  
 St. Albert Public Library 
• (780) 459-1530

Tickets for Terry O’Reilly available from: 
• Arden Theatre Box Office (780) 459-1542 
• Ticketmaster.ca 
Available August 14.

Find out more at  

www.STARFest.ca

 

 @ReadersFest
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The Insider’s Guide to
Welcome to the seventh  
St. Albert Readers’ Festival—
travel back in time, explore 
the paranormal and the 
gothic, and learn from some 
of the best in the business.

One of Canada’s most 
acclaimed writers, and a 
Canada Reads finalist,  

M. G. Vassanji, will get us underway September 15.

From October 10 we have a packed program. We 
welcome back STARFest alumni Claire Cameron 
and Trevor Cole. Appearing with Cole will be Emily 
Schultz whose new novel, like Cole’s book, features 
the Prohibition era. Continuing with the history 
theme, we have Steven Price whose new thriller 
is set in 19th century London, and Roberta Rich, 
respected for her 16th-century Venetian saga.

Meet fabulous storytellers Elizabeth Hay,  
Angie Abdou, Native writer Eden Robinson,  
and the prolific Kelley Armstrong.

Cea Sunrise Person shares her story of her 
counterculture family and former CBC host  
Bill Richardson shares his wit and wisdom.  
And don’t miss Terry O’Reilly, award-winning  
ad man and CBC Radio presenter. Our finale will be 
one to remember with Canadian icon Mary Walsh.

This year’s hosts are Jacqueline Baker, Peter Brown, 
Miji Campbell, Diana Davidson, Caterina Edwards, 
Laurie Greenwood, Paula Simons, Thomas Trofimuk, 
Richard Van Camp and Pamela Willoughby.

Heather Dolman 
Festival Director



M. G. Vassanji
Friday, September 15. 7pm
Arden Theatre

Celebrate the launch 
of STARFest 2017 
with one of this 
year’s Canada Reads 
finalists whose body 
of work has received 
considerable critical 
acclaim. Host  Laurie 
Greenwood will 

explore M. G. Vassanji’s gift for 
storytelling and his fascination 
with history—social, political, 
ethnic and personal—and the 
way it continues to shape lives 
and cultures.
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Facts
One of Canada’s most acclaimed writers, M. G. 
Vassanji is the author of several novels, two 
collections of short stories, a travel memoir 
about India, a memoir of East Africa, and a 
biography of Mordecai Richler. He has won 
the Governor General’s Prize for best work of 
nonfiction; the Harbourfront Festival Prize; 
and the Commonwealth First Book Prize. He is 
a two-time winner of the Giller Prize for best 
work of fiction in Canada (he was the first writer 
to win the Giller Prize more than once). Vassanji 
has given lectures worldwide and written many 
essays. He is a member of the Order of Canada 
and has been awarded several honorary 
doctorates.

The focus of Vassanji’s work is the situation 
of East African Indians and how the lives of 
his characters are affected by migrations to 
Europe, Canada and the US.  He is concerned 
with the effects of history and the interaction 
between personal and public histories. 

His more recent novels include The Assassin’s 
Song, A Place Within and Magic of Saida. His 
2016 work, Nostalgia, was one of the five books 
defended in this year’s CBC Canada Reads. It 
is a taut, ingenious and dynamic novel about 
a future where eternal life is possible and 
identities can be chosen.

Laurie Greenwood is CBC Radio’s book 
columnist and former Edmonton independent 
bookstore owner.
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Claire Cameron
Tuesday, October 10. 7pm

Unearth the links 
between modern 
humans and 
Neanderthals with 
Claire Cameron. A 
STARFest guest in 
2015, we are delighted 
to welcome Cameron 

back to St. Albert to talk about 
her inspiration and her years 
of research that led to The Last 
Neanderthal. While the novel 
is about Neanderthals, it’s also 
a story that questions what it 
means to be human.
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Facts
Claire Cameron was a wilderness instructor for 
Outward Bound and she worked for The Taylor 
Statten Camps in Algonquin Park. Later she 
interned for Sierra Club Books in San Francisco 
and co-founded the consulting company Shift 
Learning in London, England. Claire’s writing has 
appeared in The New York Times, The Globe and 
Mail and Salon. She is a staff writer at The Millions. 

Cameron’s first novel, The Line Painter, won the 
2008 Northern Lit Award from the Ontario Library 
Service and was nominated for a 2008 Arthur 
Ellis Crime Writing Award for best first novel. Her 
second novel, The Bear, was published in 2014.  It 
was a bestseller in Canada and was nominated for 
the Baileys Women’s Prize for Fiction.

Her new book, The Last Neanderthal, was 
inspired by the discovery that modern humans 
of European and Asian descent have inherited 
between 1-4% of their DNA from Neanderthals—
evidence of interbreeding between the two 
groups. While we cannot know the answer as to 
how modern humans and Neanderthals made 
contact, Cameron has taken on the risk involved 
in imagining how we became close cousins. 
Working with experts, she used the new science 
of Neanderthals to set creative constraints to 
build her story.

Cameron will be in conversation with Pamela 
Willoughby, Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Anthropology at the University 
of Alberta. Her field is the study of the earliest 
archaeological records.
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Terry O’Reilly
Thursday, October 12. 7:30pm
Arden Theatre

Tune in to Canada’s 
most famous ad man 
Terry O’Reilly as he 
spills a career’s worth 
of marketing secrets. 
Known for his CBC 
radio shows O’Reilly 
on Advertising and The 
Age of Persuasion, his 

latest book is based on lessons 
learnt from his current popular 
show Under the Influence.
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Facts
Terry O’Reilly was an award-winning copywriter 
for a number of Toronto advertising agencies, 
and created campaigns for a number of top 
brands, including Goodyear Tires, Tim Hortons 
and the Hudson’s Bay Company. In 1990, he 
co-founded Pirate Radio & Television, creating 
scripts, sound and music for radio and TV 
commercials.

O’Reilly has been given a number of lifetime 
achievement awards and has won hundreds 
of national and international awards for his 
writing and directing. He has worked with 
such notable actors as Alec Baldwin, Ellen 
DeGeneres and Bob Newhart. When he’s not 
creating advertising, he’s talking about it as the 
host of the award-winning radio show, Under 
The Influence. 

In 2009 he co-wrote the best-selling, witty and 
irreverent The Age of Persuasion: How Marketing 
Ate Our Culture. In his 2017 book, This I Know: 
Marketing Lessons From Under the Influence, 
O’Reilly collects a lifetime of marketing wisdom 
into an indispensable guide to competing for 
your customers’ attention. 

In demand as a keynote speaker, we are 
delighted to welcome O’Reilly to St. Albert. 
Whether you are in business, love his radio 
show, or simply want an evening with a brilliant 
raconteur, you will love this STARFest event.
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Steven Price
Saturday, October 14. 7pm

Step back to the 19th 
century as Steven Price 
talks about his newest 
work By Gaslight which 
spins fiction out of 
fact. As a poet turned 
novelist, Price creates 
an evocative world 

with his gift for the telling detail. 
He will be in conversation with 
Jacqueline Baker.
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Facts
Steven Price is a Canadian poet and novelist. He 
is a graduate of the University of Victoria  and 
the University of Virginia.

Price’s first collection of poems, Anatomy of 
Keys, won Canada’s 2007 Gerald Lampert Award 
for Best First Collection, was short-listed for 
the BC Poetry Prize, and was named a Globe 
and Mail Book of the Year. His first novel, Into 
That Darkness, a taut thriller set in modern-
day Victoria in the aftermath of a catastrophic 
earthquake, was short-listed for the 2012 BC 
Fiction Prize. His second collection of poems, 
Omens in the Year of the Ox, won the ReLit Award.

By Gaslight, his remarkable second novel, was 
nominated for the Scotiabank Giller Prize in 
2016. It is a mighty steam engine of a thriller 
that pulls out all the stops, cutting through 
fog-shrouded London in 1885, and spanning 
five decades and half the globe, as America’s 
most-feared detective hunts down a master 
criminal whose existence has been intertwined 
with his own in ways that he can scarcely begin 
to imagine.

An intense and extravagant novel that takes 
inspiration from the classics and yet is like 
nothing that has gone before it.

Jacqueline Baker’s most recent novel, The 
Broken Hours, is a literary ghost story about 
the final days of horror writer H. P. Lovecraft’s 
life. She teaches creative writing at MacEwan 
University.
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Angie Abdou
Wednesday, October 18. 7 pm

Welcome back Angie 
Abdou, a regular 
visitor to the Library 
as a STARFest host and 
in her own right as an 
award-winning author. 
Her hot-off-the-press 
novel, In Case I Go, is 

a new kind of ghost story about 
the many ways we’re haunted by 
the misdeeds of our ancestors.
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Facts
Angie Abdou is an Assistant Professor of 
Creative Writing at Athabasca University and 
the author of four works of fiction. Her first 
novel, The Bone Cage, was a CBC Canada Reads 
book in 2011 and the MacEwan Book of the 
Year; past recipients of this honour include 
Margaret Atwood and Yann Martel.

Abdou’s second novel, The Canterbury Trail, 
originated as a dissertation project at the 
University of Calgary. When it was released in 
2011 it was a finalist for the Banff Mountain 
Book Festival Book of the Year Award in 
the Literature category. It also won a 2012 
Independent Publishing Award.

Her novel, Between, was named a Best Book 
of 2014 by the Vancouver Sun among others. 
It explores the complexities of class, gender, 
marriage and parenthood, in a searing portrait 
of two women from different cultures.

Abdou’s 2017 novel, In Case I Go, features  
young Eli who invokes the spirit, and the 
mistakes, of his great-great-grandfather.  
He, and the enigmatic Ktunaxa girl next door, 
discover they both have a foot in multiple 
worlds, and they relive and account for their 
past lives of seduction and betrayal.

Host Thomas Trofimuk is an award-winning 
author. He will be launching his new novel,  
This is All a Lie, at the Library in September. 
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Elizabeth Hay
Friday, October 20. 7pm

Meet Elizabeth Hay 
who has been writing 
since the age of 
fifteen. Her compelling 
and popular stories 
reveal a writer who 
stares down the tough 
issues in life, whether 

domestic or political, with much 
wit and grace. Hay will be in 
conversation with author Diana 
Davidson.
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Facts
Elizabeth Hay has lived across Canada, in 
England, Mexico and New York. While living in 
Yellowknife she began a 10-year stretch as a radio 
broadcaster. She admits she was a writer with 
a split personality, writing to a formula of sorts 
for radio and writing privately in the notebooks 
she began to keep. It took her a long time to 
see that the clarity, economy and directness 
required to tell a story to a radio audience 
would serve her well in whatever she wrote. 

Hay has written short stories and creative non-
fiction, but it is her novels that have received 
the most attention, including A Student of 
Weather, Garbo Laughs, Late Nights on Air, Alone 
in the Classroom, and her 2015 novel, His Whole 
Life. The story is an exploration into the mystery 
of how members of a family can hurt each 
other so deeply, and remember those hurts in 
such detail, yet find openings that shock them 
with love and forgiveness. It is a captivating 
novel that is an unconventional coming of age 
story as only Elizabeth Hay could tell it.

Hay has been nominated for a number of 
awards including the Scotiabank Giller Prize, 
the Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Fiction, and the Libris Award. She won the  
Giller Prize in 2007.

Diana Davidson’s writing appears in several 
anthologies, and her debut novel Pilgrimage 
made the top five in the Alberta Readers’ 
Choice Awards.
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Trevor Cole and  
Emily Schultz
Saturday, October 21. 7pm

Re-live the Prohibition era with 
these two popular writers, 
whose new books both feature 
the larger-than-life characters 
of this period of history. Cole’s 
first foray into non-fiction and 
Schultz’s new novel make a great 
STARFest combo as we step back 
in time with the facts 
and fiction of the era.
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Facts
In 2000 award-winning journalist Trevor Cole 
quit his full-time job at The Globe and Mail to 
write novels. It paid off as his first two books—
Norman Bray in the Performance of His Life and 
The Fearsome Particles—were both nominated 
for the Governor General’s Literary Award and 
the IMPAC Dublin Literary Award. The dark 
comedy Practical Jean won the Leacock Medal 
for Humour.

Cole’s latest book, The Whisky King, tells the 
story of two Italian Canadians: the biggest 
bootlegger of the Prohibition era, and the 
first undercover Mountie. Filled with original 
research, it is a riveting portrayal of a notorious 
criminal and the man who tried to bring him in. 

Emily Schultz is a co-founder of the literary 
website Joyland: a hub for short fiction, host of 
the podcast Truth & Fiction, and creator of the 
blog Spending the Stephen King Money. Her 
2012 literary thriller was The Blondes, a biting 
satiric examination of what happens in a world 
where beauty is deadly. It was named a best 
book of 2015.

Schultz’s new novel is Men Walking on Water. 
Set in the last years of Prohibition, it captures 
the champagne haze between expansion and 
collapse, between endings and beginnings. 
It is an epic story of a country torn between 
pleasure and abstinence.

Host Paula Simons is the award-winning city 
columnist with the Edmonton Journal. She is a 
regular and popular interviewer at STARFest.
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Eden Robinson
Monday, October 23. 7pm
Arden Theatre

Experience a magical 
evening with Eden 
Robinson, a writer 
who describes Native 
traditions and modern 
realities with beautiful, 
honest language and 
biting black humour. 
Robinson has long 

incorporated mythic elements 
into her fiction, alongside an 
often brutal realism, and Son of 
a Trickster, the first in her new 
trilogy, is no exception. 
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Facts
Eden Robinson is a member of the Haisla 
and Heiltsuk First Nations and has become 
one of Canada’s first female Native writers to 
gain international attention, making her an 
important role model.  

She is the author of three novels, Blood Sports, 
Monkey Beach and Son of a Trickster, and a short 
story collection, Traplines. Monkey Beach, about 
a girl’s search into her brother’s disappearance 
at sea, was shortlisted for the Giller Prize and 
the Governor General’s Award, and received 
the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize. Last fall Robinson 
was awarded the Writers’ Trust Engel/Findley 
Award for a writer in mid-career.

Her long-awaited 2017 novel, Son of a Trickster, 
is a blend of coming-of-age story with mythic 
fiction. It’s a slippery read, changing direction 
and shape even as you convince yourself you 
know what’s going to happen next. It blends 
humour with heartbreak in a tale where 
everyday teen existence meets Indigenous 
beliefs, crazy family dynamics, and talking 
ravens. Son of a Trickster is the first book in a 
new trilogy. Given what her character goes 
through, it might be hard to wait for the next 
two books!

Host Richard Van Camp is the Regional Writer in 
Residence, currently based at St. Albert Public 
Library. An internationally renowned storyteller 
and best-selling author, he is a proud member 
of the Dogrib (Tlicho) Nation from Fort Smith, 
Northwest Territories.
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Roberta Rich
Wednesday, October 25. 7pm
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Delve into the  
16th-century Venetian 
world created by 
Roberta Rich. Her 
latest in an amazing, 
thought-provoking 
trilogy is uplifting 
escapism of the finest 

kind. Rich has an unparalleled 
ability to draw her readers in,  
just like she will be drawing in 
our STARFest audience with 
author Caterina Edwards.



Facts
With her bestselling debut novel, The Midwife 
of Venice, which spent six months on The 
Globe and Mail bestseller list, former lawyer 
Roberta Rich became a prominent voice in 
historical fiction with her story of the little-
known lives of Jewish women in Venice during 
the Renaissance. It is a fast-paced thriller full 
of pertinent historical and social information 
and humour, introducing readers to Hannah 
Levi, an expert midwife living alone in Venice’s 
Jewish ghetto. The story continues in the 
sequel, The Harem Midwife, and concludes in 
her 2017 novel, A Trial in Venice. 

Rich’s historical and cultural details, colourful 
characterizations, and realistic interpretation 
of Jewish-Christian relations have made her a 
gifted chronicler of the hidden lives of 16th-
century Europe.

A rollicking and evocative read, peopled with 
beguiling, unforgettable characters, A Trial in 
Venice is a breathtaking follow up, certain to 
shock and delight fans of the series and solidify 
Rich’s reputation as one of Canada’s most loved 
historical fiction authors. 

Caterina Edwards was the first Italian-Canadian 
woman writer in western Canada. Her novel, 
The Sicilian Wife, is a political and psychological 
thriller. She was inducted into the Edmonton 
Salute to Excellence Hall of Fame in 2016.
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Bill Richardson
Friday, October 27. 7pm

Laugh out loud 
with quintessential 
Canadian Bill 
Richardson as he 
shares his thoughts 
on the wisdom, 
whining and wonder 
of growing older. 
Richardson has written 

for children, young adults as well 
as humorous novels for adults.
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Facts
Bill Richardson is well known in Canada as a 
CBC Radio host, including being the moderator 
for CBC’s annual Canada Reads from 2003 
to 2007. He has also made many freelance 
contributions to network and regional shows. 
His columns have appeared in The Globe and 
Mail and the Vancouver Sun. 

In 2000, Richardson published his first novel 
for young adults, After Hamelin, which earned 
more than a dozen awards and nominations. 
He continued to write children’s books and 
published Alphabet Thief earlier this year.

Richardson won the Stephen Leacock Medal 
for Humour for his book Bachelor Brothers’ Bed 
and Breakfast, about eccentric brothers Hector 
and Virgil who operate a B&B where the “gentle 
and bookish and ever so slightly confused” can 
peruse books and enjoy a cup of tea. 

The First Little Bastard to Call Me Gramps: 
Poems of the Late Middle Ages is Richardson’s 
popular essential companion to the graces, 
and disgraces of aging. From retirement 
homes, cruises and grandchildren to liver 
spots, memory problems and geriatric sex, 
Richardson’s candid reflections on the trials, 
tribulations and humiliations of growing old 
are frank, witty and irreverent. Written in the 
style of A. A. Milne’s When We Were Very Young, 
the poems bring both laugh-out-loud and gut-
wrenching moments. 
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Kelley Armstrong
Saturday, October 28. 7pm
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Discover the world 
(and underworld) of 
prolific writer Kelley 
Armstrong who 
has an enormous 
following among 
both adults and teens 
who love her gothic 
and paranormal 

mysteries and thrillers. Hear 
about Armstrong’s inspiration for 
her work and how she develops 
her credible characters that have 
made her a best-seller across the 
world.



Facts
Kelley Armstrong has published dozens of 
novels, including the New York Times bestselling 
paranormal suspense series Women of the 
Otherworld, the modern gothic Cainsville series, 
the young adult urban fantasy trilogy Darkest 
Powers and the teen fantasy series Age of 
Legends. She has also written the Nadia Stafford 
crime series the Rockton adult mystery series, 
and several serial novellas and short stories. 

The oldest of four siblings, Armstrong came 
from a middle-class family in Sudbury, Ontario. 
After graduating with a degree in psychology 
from the University of Western Ontario, 
she then switched to studying computer 
programming at Fanshawe College so she 
would have time to write. She has been a full 
time writer since 2002.

Armstrong was nominated for the Young Adult 
Canadian Book Award two years running, and 
won the Aurora Award in 2014 for her novel  
The Rising.

The appeal of Armstrong’s novels, which 
have appeared numerous times on bestseller 
lists, lies in their evocation of the lives of her 
werewolves, ghosts and demons. She has been 
described as someone who not only writes 
interesting page-turners, but has also achieved 
the unlikely goal that all writers strive for: a 
genre of her own.
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Cea Sunrise Person
Sunday, October 29. 2pm

Share in the life of 
a counterculture 
family with Cea 
Sunrise Person as she 
discusses her memoirs 
North of Normal and 
Nearly Normal about 
her growing up in 
the wilderness of 

Alberta, BC and the Yukon and 
then going on to a successful 
modelling career at age 13.
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Facts
Cea Sunrise Person has written two bestselling 
memoirs, and is at work on her first novel. 

In North of Normal Person describes growing 
up amid the “tipi camp” where her extended, 
free-spirited family was squatting. It was a 
challenging life with no running water, eating 
whatever her grandfather happened to hunt.

It was a modelling competition that allowed 
Person to find her own identity. By age 15, she 
was working in Manhattan, Paris and other 
glamorous locales as a catalogue model. She 
retired from full-time modelling at age 29. 

Three years on from the publication of North 
of Normal, Person has returned with the 
continuation of her story. Nearly Normal: 
Surviving the Wilderness, My Family and Myself 
is told in short vignettes that shift in time and 
space—from her childhood to her modelling, 
to her two marriages and motherhood. Person 
identifies how her family’s extreme behaviour 
contributed to her downfall at the same time as 
providing valuable life lessons, and the power 
of taking responsibility for her own choices in 
the face of great challenge.

Host Miji Campbell is a writer and teacher. Her 
work has appeared in numerous publications 
and on CBC Radio. Her first book is Separation 
Anxiety, which won best non-fiction at the 2016 
Whistler Independent Book Awards.
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Mary Walsh
Monday, November 6. 7pm 
Kinsmen Banquet Centre

Say farewell to 
STARFest 2017 with 
Canadian actress, 
comedian and social 
activist Mary Walsh 
who has brought 
timeless characters 
to Canadians for 
decades. Mary will be 

talking about her new book, an 
unforgettable story of a young 
woman coming of age in 1960s 
Newfoundland.
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Facts
Mary Walsh is an actor, writer, producer, TV host 
and director. She was the moderator for the 
first Canada Reads in 2002 and is the creator of 
the CBC’s This Hour Has 22 Minutes, which has 
won numerous Gemini, Canadian Comedy and 
Canadian Screen awards. She has appeared 
in both dramas and comedies, including the 
Gemini Award–winning Hatching, Matching and 
Dispatching, which she also wrote. Recently, 
Walsh has appeared in Sensitive Skin, Rookie 
Blue and Slasher. She currently has several 
feature films in development, and this year 
the cast of Hatching, Matching and Dispatching 
have reunited for a CBC feature, Christmas Fury, 
which Walsh wrote, produced and stars in.

Walsh is a Member of the Order of Canada and 
has received a Governor General’s Performing 
Arts Award for Lifetime Artistic Achievement.

Her novel, Crying for the Moon, is the story  
of Maureen, raised on tough love, by an  
angry mother and a beaten-down father who 
tells the best stories—but only when he’s 
drunk. Maureen creates a new life for herself 
over the course of one night in Montreal.  
A riotous and heart-rending journey from  
St. John’s to Montreal and back, this debut 
novel explores the many ways in which one  
day can reverberate through a lifetime.

Host Peter Brown is the producer of CBC Radio’s 
The Irrelevant Show. He has a background in 
comedy writing and performance and is a 
regular MC at prominent events in Edmonton.

STARFest 2017 — St. Albert Readers Festival    31



32

St. Albert + Arts Festival = StArts Fest

How do you plan to celebrate  
Alberta Culture Days?

SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 1, 2017

StArts Fest is a community celebration 
of the Arts and Culture in St. Albert.

www.StArtsFest.ca

The Friends of St. Albert Public Library present

 

 
September 11: Their Finest 

October 2: The Zookeeper’s Wife 
October 30: Maudie

Season ticket $35. Individual tickets $15. 
Available from the Library.

All proceeds support STARFest.
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Supporters

We thank the City of St. Albert, the Library’s 
main funder, for its ongoing support.

We thank The Friends of St. Albert Public 
Library for their financial support.

STARFest is supported by the following:

Thank you to our sponsors

 

Thank you to our media sponsors

 Thank you to the following:

Dr. William Shewchuk    D. Lunn

Campbell Liquor



St. Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert, AB T8N 3Z9  |  Ph: (780) 459-1530

www.sapl.ca

Show your support
and help your Library

Branch Out.

Vote YES for the
branch library on
October 16, 2017.


